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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the application filed on 30 September 2003 in which 
claims 1 -14 are pending. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: paragraph 0014, line 
1 , there is a misspelled word. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -130 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 7-8, and 1 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Pedersen (U.S. Patent No. 2004/0247148). 

Regarding claims 1-2, they disclose the method corresponding to the apparatus 
claims 7-8. The method is inherent in that it simply provides the logical implementations 
of the structure found in claims. 7-8. 

Regarding claims 7 and 11-13, Pedersen teaches a hearing aid device or hearing 
device system, comprising: at least one input transducer (paragraph 0003 and 0007) 
configured to acquire an input signal and transduce it into an electrical signal; an A/D 
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converter (paragraph 001 1) configured to convert the electrical input signal into a digital 
signal; a digital signal processing unit ((DSPM) configured to process the digital signal; a 
clock generator (CGM, paragraphs 0010 and 0093) configured to generate a clock signal 
to control the digital signal processing unit; an output transducer (paragraph 0003 and 
0007) and inherently includes at least one of a transmitting and receiving unit (paragraph 
0091) configured to wirelessly transmit between the hearing aid device or hearing device 
system and a further device; and a jitter unit (PLL, paragraph 0093) associated with the 
clock generator configured to generate frequency oscillations in the clock signal. 

Regarding claim 8, Pederson teaches an internal clock signal of the clock 
generator (CGM) is modulated with a further signal (produced by the PLL, paragraph 
0093) to generate the frequency oscillations of the clock signal. 

Regarding claim 14, Pedersen teaches a remote unit for storing addition programs 
(paragraph 0091) which inherently reads on a further hearing aid device and the ability to 
transmit this stored information the hearing aid (paragraph 0091) which reads there 
being at least one of a further external transmitting unit and receiving unit connected with 
the further hearing aid device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3-6, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pedersen. 

Regarding claims 3-6, they disclose the method corresponding to the apparatus 
claims 9-12. The method is inherent in that it simply provides the logical 
implementations of the structure found in claims 9-12. 

Regarding claim 9, Pedersen does not specifically teach the internal clock system 
is modulated with a sine signal; however he does teach the system is modulated by a PLL 
circuit. It is known for PLL circuits to produce modulated signal of any wave pattern, 
such as sawtooth, sine, etc., for beneficially adjusting the signal of the clock up and 
down. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use any wave pattern, such as sine wave pattern, in the 
invention of Pedersen for improving the clock signal. 

Regarding claim 10, Pedersen does not specifically teach the internal clock 
system is modulated with a noise signal; however he does teach the system is modulated 
by a PLL circuit. It is known for PLL circuits to produce a noise signal and to 
beneficially control this noise signal for increasing or decreasing the amount of jitter. It 
would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to use the noise signal produced 
by the PLL circuit of Pedersen to increase or decrease the amount of jitter produced. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phylesha L. Dabney whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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7494. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays 8:30-4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). , ^ 
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